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SLE [hi Grand 1 
| CASE, OF CONSCIENCE STATED, | 


bogs Submihon to the new and preſent Power. 


4 0 R,. **« 2 ? | 8 
S An impaſſionate Ax sWI R to à modeſt BO Ox concerning the y- 1 
fullneſſe of ſubmitting to the preſent Government, 8 * a 


By ons that profeſſeth him ſelf a friend to presbytery, a lover and BY 
bracer of Truth whereſcerer he find's it. 


TA Lthough I love not contentiòn, yet I deſire ſotis faction: that whill 
ure amidſt a tumultuous cration, 2nd _—_ times, I may bo 
#f dclivercd from atroubled pirit and diſcalm d minde; A wo 
ſpit who can bear? I was willing to have ſate down in 
ſolving to have kept my conſcience, as void of offence to 
— — ty | it ſelf, chuſing rather quietly to fo 
note oing what:was commanded, than Kowingly to a whit (ar tlaſttoms): 
u awful; ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience I con:cive none will deny me. Bur fince 
| hat Bock came to mine hands, I (a though unwillingly 5 this task, not 
only out of an earneſt deſire 1 had to finde out truth, but for the unuſuall modeſty or 
the Tract it ſelf, knowing that the foawleſt corn is beſt winnowed in a Tag: 
| a tempeſtuous winde blowes aw: y ch:ft: and corn too. 
„I ſhall take a brief view of the book, and ſubmit what T ſhall ſpeak to . 
{ / thours judgefnent, Declaration bath been lately publiſh:d, &c. en 
ſuch a Declaration publiſhed, which I deſired with much — ce read N 
f ſome d-Hoc ration, expecting to have found the very quinteſlence of rex 
ſtrengt f argument, whereby judicious men might have been w — — 
| and abundantly ſatisfied; but my ſcruples were not anſwered yt 3 ole. 
that had been proved, which was there much argued, That the g nix fa 
free State were in ſome teſpects more 1 that o ee 
might have been a prevalent argument to an irregyl 
10 e Dee not to theſe, who Had befo 
e, eſtabliſhed by Law, c by Oath, _—_ 
— of them who arc A or hom 
pie e or inconvenience only can break a promiſe, a1 
ch mul! * ** Pſatm, andorber my 
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is there ſaid cc 
eſent, but would cqually ferve others turns for the future; For dy 
| — thoſe that penned and publiſhed that ä — & | 
of men, and declare to pay them, imploy Souldiers with an f 2 
them, 23 may ſuſpe& that their mindes may alter, and then (by this thisrle thei 1 
clarations will be of no ſtrength. 1 
Wbat is further ſpoken in the Preface for a law full obedience to an unlawfull 0 
change of Gorernmans, will be touched on in the further proſecution of this dif 
courſe. It is ſaid LT he Apoſtle commands obedience to higber powers, Rem. 13. and 
1 thence it is inferred, that he ſpeaks not in that place meer of power or authority a. 
. 1, :. firatted from perſons ,but of perſons cloathed with that aut horit y, The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
1 there directiy of Authority. of men on y in ſubordination ta that author 3 16. 
further than as the executioners of that power, becauſe it is impoſſible Au 
ſhould be exerciſed, but where men ere to wavage it, Thy e in that — 
u net ya. quires ſubmi ſſion to legall Authority, by whomſocver executed, not to any men 
„ commanding by an illegall power. 
Hig ber powers are there expreſſed indefinitely, not pointing at any p 
vernment : Ina Monarchy ,an Ariſtocracy, a Democracy, 
verall conſtitutions may, ye a mult, by the Apoſtles command eb - 
4 who by their legal] conſtitution are in Authority, nat 
Geer is a law of nature, that will make man obey s 
fiſt injur&ion of the Apoſtle (t OUT ire nyn [ok 
the Autbour of that Book knows, that thoſe only can be the ou! 
Authority of any Kingdom, which the conſtitution of that Kingdaw-makes ſuch, 
and that only can exact obedience according to the Scripture us | 
(Higher powers of Englaud are, by the conſtitution of this Kingdom, is e 
now 
The Apoſtle commands wives to ſubmit to their husbands, Epbeſ. 5.22. 
tho in junction is for obedience to hasbands, 2 husbands, not qu. men, 
abſtrated from their perſons, becauſe it ij ĩmpoſſible the authority of an zobe 
© + , 'Chould be ſudmitted to, where a man is not toexerciſe it: But ſhould a H 
tome to-avothers wife, and call himſelf busband (having befare either it 8 ed 
\ © Fandel übe be ms and require ſubmiſſion, I ſcaree think the As hen 
| * a if he be married) — preſſe for obedience to ſuch an ui 
— may be forced, and overpo wt d, but to ſubmit to b 


— finne, 
< the lawfulloet of o 


is there urged as the * eee, to 
Government, hath main chai —— 


3 * 


-. 


> 


* 
8 7 
k 0. 


of > \ o 


: 
* 3: 6 
" *&A- 4 y 
FF Pax - 
„ 


k * 
- 
N 4 
- Ts. a # 0 
6 * s 5.5 C ” + i 4 
_ THT 


. eo eee gelen Ki Kings abſence, 
+ = — a part of lig ber power t, and — — 
ſerve the people without, yea againſt the doing, commanding or 
Ring any thing beſides on againſt the law. A fo ages main block, nodes wh 
 Iſtamble in yeelding obedience to this ne v power, becauſe I am yet convinced, 
3 arc not the bighey powers of our Kingdom, to which the Apoſtle requires 


I + cat IE a government may be altered (although Ithink it not ſafe, but up- 
on urgent and evident neceſſity )to which being altered obedience is required, but 
je muſt be done by the higher powers ſtill, whom we ought equally to obey in ſub- 

5 to an altered, as a continued form z but for any party by force to lay 
* the big ber powers, and to exact obedience as to the legall Authority, is to mol 
a ſinne. 

I am not ignorant what pleas there may be from inconvenience in ſuch a do- 4 
Arine, but according to the light I have, where lawfull or unlawfull are in queſtion, 40 Lon. n 1 
their convenience and inconvenience mult keep ſilence. Boo 

It is to be obſerved what is ſpoken by the Apoſtle in the ſame place, rhe powers 2745 

* hat are, are ordainedby God: to which in the ſecond page of the book is a little ad- er | 
| Hition, vis, Ralers and thoſe that were in authority Were ordained of God: che Scripture ## at ous 
ns obedioncc to powers, to mon only as intitled to thoſe powers : the autho» . 
| . aincd by God, not the Rulers, t hey were conſtituted by men, the A 
TmaybeGods Ordinance, when the — eputing of perſons to the exerciſe of that pun... 
af — be (at moſt) but Gods permiſſion : nay, that men in Authority (Rulers Fu 
n che Apoltles expreſſion) are to be obeyed no further then as acting — 3: Hel 
to chat Authority, is the judgement of one much uſed by the compoſer of that {4 
When a Tyrant ſhall offer violence to his private Subj octs. which they _ no — 
other means avoid, they may defend themfelves and theirs e 4 
A gnainſt a thief; When are men properly called tyrants, but when they wp 2 
et exereiſe a power contrary to the law and uſage of thoſe plates ” of 
when a iencious obedi:nce is required to the — rs but not to wine the — 2 edi 
. will, or procured force, either uſurp or exerciſe a power beſides that | rien 


Should we grant that men aſſuming to themſelyes the place and of Magi. 
— by what right or means ſocvet they came by it, mult be ob | 21 N 
would be che gteateſt inlet to tyranny in the world, and the — 12 
—— amr hy wr — for then ſhould none — ( 5 = 2 
e ny aber NY 
y when any mane 
3 it, ſuch may be obeyed in reference to — 
they command whall hinge, but h ee e eee 
overpower d 1 ang to that uſurp d power, s 
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2 tothe legall Authority of that Kingdome where it is, is to 
* which is but uſurp d, and in the Scripture language to make lie. 
* 2 From this I ſhall take a juſt occaſion to ſpeak to thoſe inſtances there urged, from 
. . to whom, the argument is drawn to ptore the lawfullneſſe of out ſub- 
> miſlion now. | 


Concerning, Clandime Ceſar and Nero which are mentioned, pag. 2,3, bow th 
came in by force, yet were obeyed by the people, I ſhall not trouble my ſelf not 
the Reader with any tædious {:arch into, or large recitall of the tory, but take it 
as there laid down, and give abricf anſwer to it. 4. SS 

But before fall upon a plain anſwer to what is there fallaciouſly urged, and 
ſhew the inſufficiency thereof to prove that for which it is aſſerted : I conceive 
there will appcar ſuch a diſproportion between the quoted inſtances and our preſent 
caſe, that ſhould we grant all the premiſes, yet the concluſion would not directly 
follow to prove the queſtion. The moſſ that can be aſſerted from thoſe examples is, 
That p:ople did obey a ſupream power as exerciſed by thoſe who had no true (at 
leaſt but a dubitable ) title, when the ſame form of government was ſtill continued, 
for ſoit had been for many years before, during the _ of * 4 EMperoors, yea, ſuch 
a government which was the priſtine coi ſtitution of that place, it being Monar- 
chicall for above “ 44. years, till 7 arquinias, about the buſineſſe of his fon with 
Lucretia, was rejected. Whether party had or pretended moſt tight, and the beſt 

ends in their changing of the goverment, either 7, Zratus fl om, or uli Ceſar to 
Monarchy, I ſhall not diſpute: nor (hall I decide, whether God might not juſtly 
give them to ſee the evill of a change, who ( it may be) chicfly out of a deſire of 
change, would wholly alter a conſtituted form. But this is not our caſe: The in- 
ſubmi ſſion of people now, is not grounded upon a ſuggeſted feruple of a dubious 
title to the ſame, but upon an apprehended illegality of the new and necdleſſe eſta- 
blichment of another government: It is ene thing, and as init ſelf more lawful, 
ſo to people I: fl: ſcrupulous, upon a pretended title to uſurp the exerciſe of an eſta- 
bliſned Authority : another, and as in it ſelf lefſ: jult, ſo to people more doubt full 
upon pretended apprehenſions to eradicate a lawfull Authority, and illegally to lay 
low thoſe which legally are the higher powers of a Kingdome : In the one, people 
lefſe able to examine titles, ſubmit to the eſtabliſhed government of that Kingdom 
where they are, and this is ſufficient to yecld obedience, that they know not-who 
hath the right: In the other, they muſt give themſeves up to a new - faſhioned mo- 
dell illegall to them, becauſe not the conſt ituted powers of that place, and this is 
enough to withold Allegiance, that they know ſuch have not ( nor pretend) a 
Title. 

Now to the inſtances themſel ves, to ſee how farte they prove the lawfullneſſe 

of our ſubmiſſiou te 4 change of government, although the change be beleeved 
wilawful. 

Alier the d:ath of Caius Caligula, the Cenſuli and Senate of Rome entred in- 

'8 4 conſultaticn, how they might reflore the ('ommon-wealth to her ancint fre- 

, I think this argument will take in all that is therein ſpoken : if the peo- 

-'2 of the Roman Empire did ſubmit to the power of Claudius and N, whe by 
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force were put upon them, then the people of England may lewfuly ſubmit t6 4 
_— of government, though beleeved unlamfull: but they did ſubmit, therefore 
theſe may, I will finde no fault with the Sy llogiſme, becauſe it is of mine own 
making, although it be the very ſumme of what is urged : what æquivocall terms 
there are whereby a ſpirituall eye would quickly ſee four terms ( at leaſt ) in it, I 
ſhall diſcover in mine anſwer to the ſercrall propoſitions. 

Inithe firſt Propoſition, it being hy potheticall, I ſhall deny the conſequence : For 
1. A People may poſſibly do what is not in it ſelf lawfull either for themſelves or 
others to do, 4 fatto ad jus non valet argumentum, had the author proved their ſub - 
miſſion legall, it had been more urgent, Indeed it is ſaid at the end of that para- 
graph, We ſce Rulers put by ſouldiers into that power Which u ſaid by the Seripture to Pg 4 

ordained of God, and even to theſe Rulers men mnſt be ſubject for conſcience ſake, 

But the Apoſtle doth not command obedience to theſe men, but to the powers, 
nay not to any men, but as commanding according to thoſe powers (as was faid 
before) nor is it materiall who put men in, nor what men are put into powers, 
if they ate the powers that are ordained of God: thoſe that command according to 
that Authority;muſt be ebeyeds and whatſoever the ſouldiery of Rome did, had 
the ſouldiery of England (in this tacitely pl:aicd for) obſerved that doctrine be- 
fore, we had not been (I think) diſputing this queſtion now. But 2. What might 
be law full for the people in the Roman Empire, may not be law full fcr the people 
of this Kingdome: I finde not in any Hiſtory that ever they were ſworn toa par- 
ticular government as we bave been: Thipgs in themſelves indifterent are made 
nec , When by an oath engaged to. But of that more afterward. 

Io the Minor propoſition, I. ſhall ſay 1. That thoſe mentioned had ( at leaſt 
ſeeming ) titles to the Empire. Indeed it is agreed by all Hiſtoriars I have met 
withall, that they were firſt encouraged by ſouldiers: but what iniquity is in that, 
if they might pretend a Title? The very end of power and ſtrength is or ſhould be 
to conſerve and recover juſt right, we have alwaics acknowledged it lawfull and 
expedient by force of Aris to acquire a rightfull pi ſſeſſion illegally detained 5 But 
I could wiſh that this (tory od been printed and read by the Word- men in this 
kingdome fire moneths agoe, that they might but have thought whether it had 
been greater honour to be recorded as men, that ſhould guard a King of a doubtfull 
title tothe Crown, or to be ſtoried as men that ſhould bring a King of an indubitable 
right to the Scaffold. 

I will not here diſpute by what title, or according to what law ui Ceſar, nes 
yet his ſucceſſoutr O dvius aſſumed the Empire, but when that government and 
thoſe governours were receivec and acknowledged by the Senate, it became laws F*. 


F 
S,, 


full to that people. Although Conqueſt be no true Title, nor durable tenure any 
longer then ſtrength can keep it, yet compact upon that Conqueſt, gives a title t@ 
the Conquerour, and engageth ſubmiſſion from the other patty to thoſe rules * 
ſolved on at, or given out according to that agreement. "Ws 5 

Tiberius from whom indeed beth Claudius and Nero had their government, did 2 — 
not only for a great part of his time, do all he did by the adviſe of the Senate, b (W. 
would ( at leaſt ſeemingly) be choſen by the Senate, as not contented ſecretiſ t 
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1 ther us ſtep into a government either by the earneſt engagement ol his mother, or by 
— rf ford — of Auguſtas, = have the coll and election of the Com. 
ri/nus & ee. mon- wealth tod: now here ſurely was a lawfull title, if the conſent of the people - 
th, _ 3 could make it lawfull, although ( it may be) not in it 8 firſt acquiſition, yet in it's 
am inv;. after eſtabliſnment: and Claudias derivi bis title from him, why ſhould not peo» 
res, ut pre ſe ple obcy it? yea, me thinks the Authour that book intimates a title that Claudi, 
ſerebat, c vix had, where he ſaith, pag. 3. Claudius being frighted With the news of Caligula 8 death, 
tandem exore- and fearing bimſelf might be enquired for, mpon ſaſpicion withdrew: had not he been 
'us @ ſuppiice the heir apparent to the Empire, what ground of feat, or what cauſcof withdraws 


Seng u princi- 


ferum accept. ing? nay, it he had not been looked on as the rightfull ſucceſſour, why ſhould the 


Slesdan. de 4. ier prime intuits ſalute him by the name ot — —— ? . 

Monarch. For Nero he deſcended in a direct line onthe s fide, from Iii Auguſtus 
Tubertus mex- his wife, and although Brittanicws was the naturall ſonof Clandiar, yet Nero (by 
pemitor muta. Agrippina means) was his adopted ſon for the Empire, and brought tothe Senate, 
vit principal ũ where it was conſented unto, that he ſhould have his regem writers, and he called 
ranquan enero Prince of youth: it being their uſage, as far as I have ved in the ſtory, that an 
[anſervitutem Adoptive title aſſented to by the Senate, bath commonly been acknowledged, when 
| 8 a lincall ſucceſſion hath been rejected: yea, the Authour ſeems to grant a kinde of 
— 12 my. title to Nero too, where it is ſaid, pag. 3. that the ſentencs of the ſouldiers Was 
Auel. HH. part. &y the conſent of the Senate: if the Senate had any (hare in either conſtituting or de- 
| z+, claring a King, 2 gro's title was hereby eſtabliſhed. 

Tacitus Anal. But what is this to our caſe? A rightfull or doubtfull heir was brought by ſouldi- 


3 7 ers to the Senate, who among themſelves were contriving to alter their govern» 


ment: This heir was received by the Senate, and upon that ſubmitted unto by the 
people: But doth the Authour think that if the Senate had declared and acno]iled 
ged, yea, promiſed to preſerve the Titlo of a rightfull Prince, and the ſouldiers by 
the advice, counſcll, or aſſiſtance of ſome party in this Senate, ſhould i or 
| ſlay their Prince, and take away the Major part of the Senate, only becauſe againſt 
b 1 their actings, and this minor part relict ſhould alter their government, yea, make 
2 themſelves without the conſent of the people their Rulers, that then the people 
would or law fully could have ſubmitted to them as their legall and rightfull gover- 
nours nay, would not rather bave reſiſted them, as not being thoſe higher powers, 
whouz Licy ought for conſcience ſake to obey ? 
P Indeed had the King for ſome reaſon hid himſelt (as Clandiws ) or for other rea- 
ſions abſented himſelf, and the two Houſes of Patliamem legally elected, and freely 
1 fitting ( at ſuch a time eſteemed) the higher powers, contrived a way for the alteri 
© © the government, although I ſhould not have proclaimed their wiſdome, yea, ſh 
> havebewailcd their fio, in reſpe& of the many ties and bonds of Declarations and 
= Oahs upon them, I think I ſhould have ſubmitted to their power, yet I would not 
* for my Oath's ſake ( bad I liked the thing) have acted in it. In which I think I 
eld more then many Anti-Malignant men in England will doryet how far from our 
caſe this is, what hath been ſpoken will teſtifie. 
- Bat. Had the inſtance been of ulius Ceſar, who by meer force and violence, 
e leaſt pretence of Title acquired the government, which had better — 
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wer, then queſtion the wildome or boneſty of Anceſtors, where it may be + © 


now in our Ki dom command ſubmiſſion to 
— 72 did by power exerciſe, 


1 


able to 

and bi 

tively 

I doc 4 

Authority. ; | 
By this 1 (hall fitly deſeend to thoſe inſtances of our Nation, to which what 74-5. 


Z 


been alrea — will give (e jadice) ſufficient anſwer : For 
1. — on w — 4 e was yeelded as to a forc d 
nd made legall. 

mentioned ( beſides the acknowledged 

riolent exerciſe of power) it was only 

upon which people way not be able to judge of, as the Authour ſaies, Pg. 9. 
p4gi9. but among here is an alteration of government, whero a change only 
ſeems to beafſerted, no Title at all pretended. 

3, What is ſpoken of Hem, 7. may be enough to anſwer the argument drawn F. 5. 
from him gad the reſt too. Although the Title might be unjuſt, and the power | 
gotten, yet when the Title was acknowledged, at leaſt, confirmed by Par- 
„aud the Laws whereby he ( or they) (hould rule, were enacted in a Par- 
liament, that did engage the people to an unqueſtionable obedience, the conſtituted 
higher powery then commanding, to whom the Apoſtle requires obedience : for al- 
though a Parliament ( fach I mean, which by the known law and continued u- 
fage ofthe Kingdom as a Parliament) (ould acknowledge or do any thing civilly 
eri (1 mean in reference to the State) it is lawful] and juſt in reſpect of the 
people, and engagetb obedience, which I think will be a ſufficient extuſe for 

les yeelding obedience 30 their lawi, not only becauſe then enacted, but fince 
med by the higher powers of eur Nation : although in the mean time 
the fame ground they reſt »»/a:5;fied in the lawfullneſk of ſubmiſſion to the 


wer. . 14 
Na adde, that what the Whole body of a Nation did, if ilegall, doth not engage Pi _.” *- 
ew prettice i for wo know Papiſts (and ſuch they were all who ſubmitred to te 
fore-mentioned Rulers.) make no conſcience of denying a rightfull Title, nor 
yealding to an illegall power, when they may but probably carry on their own de 
Ggo : bat what is {poken already will ſatisfie, and I bad rather give arationall an 


What is urged from the Caſuiſis and ra ( although I am not bound jerar⸗ 24.5 - 
in verba, being of D Moulin! his minde, rather to like one argument then ten . 
thours ) I ſhall agree to in that ſenſe, in which I conceive they delivered 1 F. ; 
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ſu pit to ſuch power as forced, not 


his O vn, Which I ſhall alſo cndcavour to examine, and I far as they! rarry (bi 


.cnd at laſt, 
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and truth ( as leaſt to me) ſhall ſfuomit: wh:r:oth:rwiſc; 1 ſhall giveth neon the F 
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Indeed bow can it be otherwiſe ? For when a perſon or perſons bave yottin ſu˙,jrn 
power, and by the ſame excluded al other from Authority, either that Al | 1 8 


thun taken by per muſt be obeyed, or elſe all Autbority muſt fall to NN, 
ſons may indeed get themſalves the greateſt ſtrength, and in that ſenſe may be 
mitted to, but they c innot illegally get themſelves the legall power, nor can 


exclude others from their Authority, although by force they may keep them ron : | s 


the exo ci ſe of it, A min may be a man, yea à living man, although by the violess 
of diſeaſe, he may be kept from outward actings. An husband m a husba 

ſt ill although impriſoned and thereby kept from the exerciſe of his diy to bis i 
A Parliament may be a Parliament ſtill, although by violence kept ſrom fitting a 
executing their Authority. I am ſo far fromthmking that 45/abedience to ſuch m 
will make a Authority and government fall to the ground, that I beleeve ſubmiſſion® 
to ſuch will quickly lay all Authority waſte : for by the ſame reaſon that we obey*] 
this altered government and uſurped authority now, we mult obey any other ſue! 
denly, if another party get more ſtrength, and what an unſetled ſtate and unknown 
Authority we ſhould then have may cafily be judged : nor do I think the Authenr | 
himſelf would be ofthe * ſhould the Prince with a potent army get iche 


wer into their hands. Sarely were this do&rine true, thoſe renowned men 
e raſed out of th: Calendar lot Saints, that oppoſed the Kings power in 
money: nor muſt ſuch be ſequeſtred who under the Kings power formerly di 
or give whatſoever he required, whether men, money, horſe or arms: nor 
put out of the Parliament, ho obeycd him in fitting at Oxon : nay, nor hi | 
neither put to death for doing what was urged againſt him, if men in power hows. 
3 come by it are Rulers ordained by God, and to be obeyed for conſis 
ence ſake, y 144 
If Confuſion be Worſe then titular Tyranny I wiſh that ſeeing we had no titul x 
tyranny, we had had no confufion neither : and I ſhould be glad that confuſion may + 
befall (if any) only ſuch, who in this Kingdome have been the greater introducery 
of it, either thole who acquire and aſſert, or thoſe who cannot receive or ſubmit” 
to anuſurped government: for although the end muſt not be deſtroyed for the meant, 
yet he that deſtroies the means in it's tendency to the end, will ſcarcely preſerve th bo 


Fa Maſters mate had thrown the Maſter over-board, and by power Would ſaffer a 
other to guide the ſhip but himſelf, if 1he mariners Will not obi; him commanding arigia 
for the ſafe gniding of the ſhip, the ſip muſt need: periſh, and themſelves With it. I doubt 
hereis a fall and this caſe will not concern our qu: ſtion, for I ſuppoſe, although, 

I am not ſo well skilled in the diſcipline of marriners, as to know that a Maſters 
mate hatha kinds of Title to the government of the (hip in caſe of the Maſters miſs) 
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| the Authour of that Book is miſtaken in „ That 
| defire a ſettlement (I think) is true, but that they deſire an unſettlement fir 
; Ibefides my thoughts of them ; I know it is the grief of their fouls, and cauſerh 
' fad ſearchings of heart, that ever they were brought into ſuch unſerrlements, 
and thereby put upon ſuch racks of conſcience as thele are. It is notunſettlement 
| batadeliverance from unſettlement they long for: I ſcarce ſee how we can be more 
nnſetled then now we arc : Indeed being unſetled, we would uſe any means for 
a ſettlement, al h for it's procurement cur unſettledneſſe were more unſet- 
led; ifa man be at the rivers brink, I would adviſe him to keep oat of the water, 
but if at once he leap into the midole of the river, | ould perſwade him to come 
to the bande, although be wade through much water to come thither : I would 
| 1 diſt , but when the diſeaſe is already contr ate, 
1 preſcribe ſome Phyfick for the ſafety of his life, although for the preſennt 
more diſeaſe him. «Ng 


j What is ipoken ofthe former Scriptures and Cafvilts ia the fame Püge 1 ſhalt © 
7 ctoogh aan} dare mar] bs * · 


Þ, whew there  fach 4 Way ſenlid, that men may hove juſtice if they will, and 4 6 
145. that wain end of HMagiftracy, to live 4 n in oor and * 


* 


& 


" 
. 


. 1 
he 2 


| 


* 
8 — 2 
* , 
* * 
. d wy . 
8 


alf juſtitie, 
requiritur ut 
Proce dat ex 
aui bor iſa / e 
Fre den is. 
quando tome 
Judicet de bis de 
quibus nou be- 


* — a - — — — — 
Wo Y T 
4 * * > 
— Om oo — ͤ — re OA RS 
oy : 
* * 
< 
* 
* LY 
* 4 
** 
"x 


bet autboritate 


dicitur judiciũ 


Exod.21.9, & 
Joſh, 6,4 30 


P ag. 9. 


© f * 
= 
oo FS 
| f 
* 


. 4 
x 


* . . 


vt judicium ſit 


then they may conduce to the palpable advantage of thoſe that made them, I am | 


(10) —  _ 
ſpeak of what juſtice ſome have had at Fefwinfer, ſince the unſettlement of ou 
times, or what to be expected, when Colonels appear as parties with their argu» 
ments by their ſides before Committees, ( an argument too often uſed in the Houſe 4 
too, os I belceve the Gentleman knows,)whcre to engage a buſtling daring Cl 
is to carry a cauſc : as alſo what peaceable lives men live, when the ſouldiers ha- 
ving put other men in power in the State, put themſelves in command in mens 
houſes: and what godlinefle and honeſty may be looked for, when blaſphemy 
mult be tolcrated, wickedaeſſe muſt not be puniſbed, when in the mcan time 
godly men ( if but of a contrary judgement, a liberty of conſcience formerly plead- 
ed for) arc made offendors for a word, vould be too large a field to walk in, and 
belides the ſwclling of this tract, but give too wide an occafion to further con- 
teſts. But this ſhall ſuffice, that the gentleman a little begs the queſtion in cal- 
ling it juſtice, for although men may — or might expect, what he cals juſtice, 
viz, things in themſelves juſt, yet if he grant, as L have proved, that Authority 
illegall by which they act, what they door is done by any under that Authority, 
although im it ſelf juſt, yet is not properly juſtice : Judgement (for I conceive 
the Authour means juſſ itiam diſtributivam) is then only juſt, when it is exereiſed 
by the higher powers,the legall Magiſtracy of that Kingdome where it is ated. The 
Hebrews expreſſe juſtice by that word, which they. hkewiſs uſe for the uſage 
and cuſtome of that people, that are concerned in it. 

Another argument the Authcur uſ:th is, becauſe People cannot judge of Titles: 
when they cannot judge, then an uſurped Title is true to them, and will exact 
obedience: but if this de an Argument, then ( for contrarioram eadem eft ratio) 
when Titles are viſibly unlawfull, people are difingaged. from obedience. This 
is our caſe, where there is net any pretence of Title. | 

But ſome ſay, There are Oaths that juftific diſobedience to the preſent government : 
There are indeed ſeverall Oaths that engage us to the continned obſervance ot 
our formerly eſtabliſbed government, and then how far they juſtific diſobedienes 
to this, let the Authour judge. That Oaths ane ſacred bonds and reverend ob lig. 
ments, and Where they do not themſelves leave or make us free, We are not te cnt or 
break them in peeces: I ſhall equally aflert, and could heartily wiſh it had been as 
truly practiſed in the Kingdome as plainly ſpoken in the book: But ſeeing there are 
indeed (as the Autheur affirms ) concerning theſe, fanits on both hanas, let us 2. 
little examine the faults he mentions, and ſee whether there are not. other faults 
too, that he ſpeaks not of. ; 

On the one ſide the ſlicghting of an Oath, &c. This is a fault indeed: Oaths 
and Covenants are the ſtrongeſt engagements, whereby we can binde our ſelves 
either ta God or man, if theſe come once to be ſleighted and no longer obſer ved, 


afraid that may juſtly be written upon the doot· poſts of England, what was ſet in 
the front of David: ſong, P.. 13.1, z. | 


Im loth to mis judge any perſon, whom I finde ſo modeſt; elſe I ſhould fear that 


this fanlt was purpoſely argued, the more ſecretly to inſinuate another, though not 
under the name of a fault: It is ſaid, We find: ſome part of the ( — peak 


Abe daies Four lives : as if ſome part had heen but of a temporary W 
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2F butifI miſtake not, the Covenant did in every part of itoblige us to a continued ob- N 
fſterrance of it: we did not ſwear conſt to keep this part, or that clauſe, | 
_ _ lives to keep this Covenant, which is known to comprehend every 

t. 

Tru it a, that the obligation of ſome things end, becauſe they can no longer be kept, p,, 10. 
a1 that of the Kings perſon c. I grant that the obligation of a people to any thing ne 
ende, when that thing obliged to, neceſſarily, and in its own nature ends; but if men 
ſhall by violence put an end :o the thing, that thereby the obligation may end too, 

I doubt ſuch will be eſteemed by God as Covenant - breakert; I do not think, that 
he breaks his Covenant, that doth not preſerve the Kings perſon, when he is dead; 
but I think he is guilty, that did not endeavour to preſerve it while he was living; 
had the Covenant, in that part, been obſerved then, for all that I kzow, it mig 
have obliged now. A woman promiſeth to be faithfull to her husband fo long as 
he lives, but if ſue, out of love to another man, ſhall lay violent hands on her husband 
to end his lite, that thereby he might marry another, I beleeve ſhe would ſcarcely be 
— to have performed her promiſe. A Tenant bargains with his Land-lord to 
pay him ent for his houſe, ſo long as he lives in it: but if he through malice (hall 
pal down the houſe, that he cannot live in it, and thereby to extinguiſh his 
in, it may be cafily thought what determination the Law would make in 


a caſe, 

What is ſpoken here of the Kings perſon, might as well have been ſpoken of an 
ether part of the Covenant: It is Covenanted to preſerve Religion, but it thoſe 3 
that made the Covenant ſhould by force extirpate, or by deceit undermine Reli- -4 | 
gion: would the \uthour think himſclf or others diſingaged from that part of the 
Covenant, or rather look upon himſelf as bound to preſerve it, while it hath a | 


being? If this liberty (bould be given, no man would keep any Oath any longer, a 
than he ſaw good, if it were in his power to put an end to that thing to which he is 1 
obliged, But let's ſee what faults are fo ind on the other hand. | 1 
But on the other fid: there are other fault: : ſuch are the urging of an Oath or Co- C4 
venant againſt enemiet, and not again friends in one aud the [ame action. In this I 7 


am wholly ot bis judgement, and could wiſh that he had inſtanced in ſome things, * 
whereby I might have guefled what aim he had taken, and againſt what he had le- * 
velled it. As I would not have any unequally excuſed, who are equally guilty, fo 
I would not have him free from blame, who imputes guilt to one, when another 
(hall be connived at, or incouraged in the ſame thing. | 

In that clauſe of bringing Delinquents to condigne puniſhment: If the Covenant 
engage to bring one to puniſhment, that raiſed arms againſt the Parliament in 

Kent and Eſſex, why not another that raiſed arms againſt the Parliament in @xas 7 
ſhiere and Berks fhierc? If according to our Covenant we ſhould preſerve ts 

priviledges of Parliament agaioſt a malignant party, that would have taken away *_ 

but Five Members; why not againſt an Hzreticall party that took away above * 3 

two Hundred ? if pony be charged as guilty in not obeying Orders of, buurrt 

offering violence to the Parliament; why ſhould another be exculed as faultlefe, 

Whoſe di ſobedience was more manifeſt, and whoſe violence was more palpable” g 

or if not altogether ſo, yet (as the Authour ) a flight and diminiſhing cha Papi: 
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it vpon one ard a vehement and ating c it upon the other. ; 

eAnother fault may be,a fliffe inf, ftmg on oe port, and a negleft or at leaſt ſtlines in. 
another part, This is not alwaies à fault, for when there is no eccafion given to 
ſpeak, ſilence is no evil; One part may be in more 2 to be broken —. 


ther, when a more violent aſſerting, and ſtiſte contending for that part is more 


nect flary. If I hd two children, the one at home in ſafety, the other in immi- 
nent danger, that I were more carveſt and induſtrious for the ſaving and preſer- 
ving of this, doth not at all arguc leſſe love or care to the other. But to take it 
in the belt ſenſe, to pretend much care in the keeping of one part, and in the 
mean time, to neglect another, I think a fault, As when men arc ſeemingly vi- 
olent againſt Popery and Prelacy, yet very indulgent to Hereſie and profaneſſe. 
When men ſhall plead Covenant in the preſcrvation of ſub jects liberties, yet for- 
get their Oath for the ſatety of the Kings perſon in the preſervation of Religion; 
which in reſpect of the Covenant are of cquall concernment; for although it be 
pleaded by ſome, and granted by all that Religion, yea aſſerted by others, that the 
ſub jects liberties aro of greater concernment than the kings perſon, it muſt be 
ratione materia, not ratione uram nti, for in that regard, we are <qually obliged 
to one as the other. 

As alſo when by event two parts of it came to be inconſiſtent, to chooſe and inforce 
the keeping of the higher and leſſe neceſſary part. and to give Way to the loſſe aud not 
keeping of the greater, Here is to me a falſum ſuppoſitum; I think it a ſinne in any 
to enjoin, and wickedneſſe in any to take a Covenant for the doing of two thing 
that are or may be inconſiſtent; nor do] know what parts of our Covenant are 
ſuch; when the Authour makes ſuch appear, I ſhall bewail my ſinne in taking it. 
If it be by him meant, what is talked by others, ( vid.) That the _ the 
Kings perſon, and the preſervation of Religion are inconſiſtent, I muſt declare my 
diſſent in this; for I am yet convinced, that both the truth and honour of Religion 
might have better been preſerved by che ſafety ot his perſon, and the continuance 
of our Government, than hitherto it hath been, or for all I ſce, like to bo, by the al- 
tering of the one, or taking away of the other. 

There tu another, in racking an Oath or Covenant, to makg it Stab that which is 
meant not, I will adde, there is another fault ro ſtop the munth of a Covenant, 
and denying it to ſpeak what it would. Nay, there is yet one more, when men 
{hall put what interpretation upon Covenants they pleaſe, or reſerve to them- 
ſelves a power to make any other inter pretation upon them, than what the com- 
mon and naturall ſenf# of the words in whichthey are taken doe afford. Oathes 


oneęht to be their own interpreters; we may deceive men, but God is wot mocked, 


But to come to what I conceive is the main end of what bath been hicherto af. 
ſerted about Oathes ; To confider whether there be any clanſe in any Oath or Cove-= 
nant, which in a fair aud common ſenſe forbids obedience to the command: of the preſent 
Government and Authority. There is in the ſolemne League and Covenant, that 
which engageth to another Government, and then what forbids obcdience to 
this ?. In one elavſe we ſolemnly Covenant to preſerve the Perſon, and not to di- 
miniſh the jaſt Rights of the King; had his Perſon and juſt Rights been preſerved, 
his Gorernment corld never have been attempted ; but ſoeing * 
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clauſe faithfully promiſe to preferve the La of the Ki 
and furcly to change the — is to alter the ſwrdemenrall Laws of the 
if we are bound to preſerve our Law, then that Government that is 


the world to witneſſe it, that we will not diminiſh the juſt Rights and greatneſſe 
of the King: Is not a mans right as much concerned in his Heirs inberitmg, as in 
his own enjoying what legally belong'd to him ? Is it not a mans undoubred right 
to have his lawyfull Heirs ſucteed him in his law full enjoyments ? But now by this 
Government the Kings Heirs are wholly diveſted of any poſſeſſion, and abſolutely 
debarred of that right, which by the aſage of the Kingdom belongs to them, 

Auch hfſe when no other can be had (as the Authour ) I do not yet ſee impoſſi- 
bility in having another, truly I think, if the Covenant had been ſtrictly obſerved, 
we had never had this, and if it were yet carefully performed, we might quietly 
have another Government, ſuch under which godly people might live with more 
co ifort,andlefle fcruple. 

F it be [aid thut in the Oath of «Allegiance, Allegiance ij; ſworn to the King, his 
Heirs and Saccefſors, If his Heirs be not his Succeſſowrs, how doth that Oath bind: ? 
cither the word Furcteſſours muſt be ſnperſinora, or elſe it muſt binder Succeſſours as 
well , Heirs,8&c. If I ſhonld grant that the word Surceſſours were ſuperfluous, 
it would not be the only ſuperflaous word in _ of thar nature; or that it is an 
exegeticall expreſſion which is not unuſuall in all writings both Divine and pro- 


fanc, the more fully to expreſſe the ſame thing by two words: Hi Heirs and 


r are cenjnuctive, which malt neceffarily imply, that hir He arcording 
to the ulage of this Kingdom oughx to be his Succeſſaurs: ſo that it can binde to 
no Sncceſſonrs beſides the Heir: Indeed ſhould the Line extinguiſh, then the legall 
Succeſlour were tobe obeyed by that Oath, and yer that too in the continuance of 


the Governmen!, for he is not properly a Sueceſſour, unleſſe in che ſim? formof 


Government; for without aaking Lawyers and Learurd mn, he is properly a Suc- 
ceſſor, that ſacceeds any man in the place where he was. If theAgitators in the Army 
ſhould depoſe the Geverall, and order the Army according to their wills, would 
they be juſtly called bis Succeſſours, when the frame of their Diſcipline were 
altered > This ſeems partly to be acknowledged by the Authour in the ſume page, 
where he inſtanceth only in thoſe for Succefſours, which ſu ceeded in the ſame Go- 


verriment, and faith ther the word Succe ſſeur i taken for him that actual ſwccteds 
in Government, I conceive it muſt be meant, when the fame firm (till is con- 


tinued, elſe what be afſcrts, and the inſtances he names, would hold no pro- 
ion. ; We | 

But there is one engagement to the former Government yet lies upon us in te- 
ference to our Oaths, which is mentioned either in that (before named) or in 
the Oarh of Supremacy, T bat no power on earth [bail deter or abſolve us from the 


kreping of ir, If ſo, I would but hamvly begge the Authour conſciepeiouſſy to 


B 3 4 


hed by Law ; nay yet further, In the ſame place, we doe ſwear, yea and call. 


e whether the force or fear of any party, wete they ſtranger than rhey are, 
ſheuld affright a people into a ſubmiſſlion to any other Government, then that 
to which they haye thus ſworn, . 
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e afew ſhotr, yer confilral 
While the Son is in the ſame poſt ure in which the Father was, how comes th! D ati n 
time to [land up, and plead for diſobedience in regard of the Sou, that was ace 4 
filent in regard ef the Father? I do not know in what ons title this Oath is mor 5 
urged for the Son, then it might have been, and was for the Father; unleſſe that 
now there is more need of preſſing it, becauſe in the Sons daies the Gevernment 
is altered; in the Fathers, it was ( at leaſt) promiſed to be continued, Thoſe,who 
were againſt the irregular actings, the Court-faults, the wicked Counſcls of the 
Father, were for the ſafety of his perſon, the preſervation of his Rights, and the 
continuance of his Government: And now the ſame perſons that arc for the 
Rights of the Son, and the continuance of the Government, are as much againſt 
the vices and counſels in and about him, as about the Father, Beſides it might be 
ſaid, that the Father was not oppoſed, untill there was a Parliament, that being 
the legall means in our Kingdom of reſiſting Arbitrary and extra- le all power; 
the King inthe intervalls of Parliaments being the chief officer, nette be reſiſted by 
private ſubjects : And certainly I think, were there now a Parliament fitting 
according to the conſtitution of England, and the Received to the Crown, ſhould 
act any thing againſt the known Law, and che kingdoms ſafety, thoſe who are now 
for the reception ot the Son, and for the performance of their Oaths, would as truly 
and conſcienciouſly ( according to their Covenant) join with them againſt the 
exorbitancies of the Son, as they did againſt the evil of the Father : only I beleeve 
they would expect ſome ſecurity, that his Perſon and rights (parts of the Cove- 
nant ) ſhould be better preſerved and l:ſſe diminiſhed then his Fathers were. 
Beſides what hath been ſpoken to the book, 1 might adde alſo one ſmall Quzre = 
about altcring the government: Whether in ſuch an alteration there is not neceſſa- 
rily required, either the generall conſent of the major part of the people, or at 
leaſt the major part of their truſtees ? if ſo, what right have theſe men to do, who 
now act in it, ſome of them being the Truſtees of no people, having no election, 
others who were legally choſen denied their liberty? May not any number of peo- 
ple (thore being no known Law nor conſtituted rule for this tranſa&ion ) by the 
like reaſon conceive, and (if they have ſtrengta) alter it again to morrow ? But 
if they will (which is bat cquall ) give them libersy of difſenting from their 
government, whom they deny the liberty of delating or conſenting to it, I ſhall 
be free. 
Whether there be any Scripture example or prudentiall rule unneceſſarily to op- 
pteſſe, and, where it may be aveided, to rack the tender conſciences of unqueſti- 
onably godly men, net only when they are the major part, and moſt judicious 
fans (both of Miniſtcrs and People) and moſt likely to know the cratly* 


but when they are the leaſt ſtrong, and moſt ſiſcountenanced, and therefore un- 


e . 


ſtrongeſt party, lye under geren es parte bang ticular oy who can 
turn any Way, to any party, where they may get ces, the greateſt , 
ferments, and the largeſt rewards: ſuch many have nr ar and I beleeve ow 4 
expect; for it is obſervable, that for the moſt part, your only Parliament converts 
: — are Your greateſt Parliament Aſſertors now : But how a poor people — 4 
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enjoy the greateſt, is to me irrationall and i . The Apoſtle Paw/ would 


avoid a lawfull thing rather then offend the ſerupling conſcienees of weak brethren: 


what then is their fault, who do unlawful things, and thereto engage the dijudi- 
cating conſciences of weak Chriſtians ? 

Whether both in humane probability, and religious reaſon, it were not mate 
likely to conduce to Gods glory, to Religions ſettlement and honour, to Chriſti- 
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ans union and ſatisfaction, to the Kingdoms peace, to the prevention of danger, 


and the ſafety of all (who have not wickediy out- acted all hopes of ſafety, and 
are conſcious to themſelves that their bucket muſt ſink, whenſocver Authorities 
bucket (hall ariſe ) to endeavour ere it be too late, to join Authority and Power, 
Title and Strength together ; that as Power may arm Authority, and render it 
formidable, ſo Authority might juftific Power, and make that lawfull? Leaſt 
when the Title ſhall be claimed, thoſe who may diſlike the vices, and oppoſe any 
T (were they legally authorized) of the claimer, yet ſhould not for con- 
ſcience ſake deny his Right; and thoſe who could like well the pretenſions of our 


new Governours (were they jutifiably managed) ſhould not adventure for Re- 


ligions ſake to aſſiſt their uſurpation: Whereby, as by our unwiſe actions, we 
have too much jaſtificd Malignants actions, and made them our deriders z we may 
ſtrengthen their hands, and make them our Maſters, 

I am confident that if the great managers of our new-work, and the violent 


* affurtors of this ay 6+ Government would but ſeriouſly lay theſe things to heart, 


it might make them ſeaſonably retract, what they untimely attempted, and rather 
finde out waics to ſettle, then further unſettle the Kingdom, rather to ſatisſie then 
diſturb the peaccable conſciences of religious and unbyaſſed men ( The Lord prevail 
wpon their fpirits,) 

Thus have I endeavoured to anſwer that with a mech, which was writ- 
ten with a peaceable ſpirit, where I ſhall profeſſe (if I miſtake not my ſelf 


to fide rather with truth then with any party, What I have haſtily ſpoken I ſhall 


ſubmit tothe deliberate judgements of more intelligent men: I ſhall be willing 
to receive a rebuke wherein I have erred, and ready to yecld wherein I may receive 
ſatisfaction i I hope I have not diſcovered any turbulency of ſpirit, but a willing» 


nefle to examine truth: As I would keep my conſcience from _ wounded by 


doudtfull preſſures, ſo I would keep my tongue and pen from woundirg others by 


imbiccered expreſſions: I would not willingly give offence, I hope none will be 


taken, It it be lawfull for one man to propote, it muſt be lawfull tor other to an- 


{wer arguments, in reference to ſatisfaction. It would be too great a burthen to 


true Engliſh ſpirits, to ſec one man permitted to ſtand with a drawn weapon daring 


all chat paſle by, and he only faulty char rakes up che weapons 0 anſwer him 3 either | 
prevent ſuch darings, erclſe excuſe the provoked. t will be my comfort to give, . 
it will be my advantage to receive ſatisfaction ; howioc ver, 1 ſhall commit my ſelf, . 
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